
 

 

September 30, 2020 
 
Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) 
Health Canada 
2720 Riverside Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0K9 
Address Locator: 6607D 
hc.pmra.publications-arla.sc@canada.ca  
 

Re: Regulatory Proposal PRO2020-01, Streamlined Category B Submissions and Tank Mix 
Labelling  

To whom it may concern,  

On behalf of Alberta’s 14, 000 wheat and barley farmers we would like to express a high-level of 
concern regarding the PMRA’s regulatory proposal PRO2020-01 related to tank mix labelling 
which indicates, “… if a label contains no guidance related to tank mixing, then tank mixes will 
not be permitted.” 

This is concerning to farmers who have been operating for the last decade under the PMRA’s 
2009 guidance which allowed for the use of unlabelled tank mixes of pest control products, 
within the registered use pattern for each tank-mix partner. The 2009 policy provided 
producers with greater flexibility and quicker access to mixes, reducing lengthy PMRA review 
periods for products that are already registered and proven to be safe. The reversal of this 
policy would be a major set back to the crop sector in Alberta and across Canada. The PMRA 
has indicated that the changes might instantly be brought into force such that tank mixes that 
growers have been using for many years could be come illegal overnight.  

Farmers have always supported the PMRA’s mandate to protect Canadians and the 
environment and are committed to working together to address concerns and reduce risks, our 
concern is that this proposed decision seems to be administrative in nature,  based on novel 
interpreations of a long-standing policy and not based on specific safety concerns. To the 
contrary this proposal could increase farmers’ environmental impact as well as hurt their 
competitiveness, all the while increasing the regulatory and resource demands of the PMRA 
who is already contending with a re-evalatuion backlogs and a lack of resources.  

The current tank mix regime has allowed farmers to combine the application of a variety of 
inputs. This has reduced time spent in-field in spring, summer, and fall. Changing the current 
regime will increase the number of passes required over a field, leading to higher rates of tillage 
and disease. Associated greenhouse gas emissions will increase due to higher fuel usage and 
the release of sequestered carbon. Competitiveness will suffer as operating margins come 
under further pressure and Canadian farmers are disadvantrage to our US counterparts who 
have not proposed such regulatory changes to tank mix policy changes through the EPA.  



    

 

This increased regulatory burden on technologies with a history of safe use would come at a 
time when the Government of Canada, and our provincial government, has made commitments 
to do the opposite to support agricultural sector in Canada - which is well positioned to drive 
economic recovery in the years ahead. A science-based regulatory environment that is 
transparent and predictable is essential for continued innovation to encourage adoption of the 
latest technologies and best practices in order to remain competitive in the global marketplace. 

Additional commercial uncertainty may result from impacts on established grain industry 
protocols, which now routinely require growers to declare that they have applied products 
according to label directions before being allowed to deliver their grain into the commercial 
handing system.  Unpredictable changes or inadequate adjustment periods would increase 
these impacts.  

Any such proposed regulatory decision should take into consideration these, perhaps 
unintended consequences to farmers. They should provide sufficient notification and 
consultation with the sector at large. We thank you for you consideration of our submission and 
would invite you to contact ssereda@albertawheatbarley.com; 587-899-5299 if you would like 
to follow up on any of these points.  

 

Sincerely,  

                                             

Chair, Alberta Barley                                                                       Chair, Alberta Wheat Commission  

 

Cc:  

Peter Brander, Executive Director, Pest Management Regulatory Agency  
Hon. Patti Hajdu, Minister of Health, Canada 
Hon. Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada  
Hon. Devin Dreeshen, Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, Alberta 
Andre Tremblay, Deputy Minister, Agriculture and Forestry, Alberta  


