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Honourable George Groeneveld                              Tuesday April 3, 2007 

Minister of Agriculture and Food 

Alberta Agriculture and Food 

#229 Legislature Building 

10800-97 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB 

T5K 2B6 

   

 Dear Minister Groeneveld, 

 

The Alberta Barley Commission urgently requests a formal meeting with you within 

the next two weeks to discuss recent events unfolding with regard to the Lacombe 

Field Crop Development Centre.   

 

It has become obvious to us there is a desire by AAF to change the focus of this 

centre away from barley research.  This has been done in obvious moves, such as 

shifting funding away from core agronomic programs as well as less obvious 

methods such as changing the job descriptions and reporting structure of LFCDC 

agronomic staff to non-agronomic positions and other roles.   

 

The Management Committee of the Centre approved the barley research work plan 

for the barley program one day with the understanding “the work would get done if 

there were no significant changes to budget or personnel.”  The following day 

however, the technician within the barley genomics section of the centre was told to 

accept a transfer to a new role in bio-technology or resign.  We suspect this is the 

beginning of a pattern we have seen before.  

 

The Ministry advises ABC no major changes are planned with the centre and then 

we learn there are major cutbacks planned to the malt research program, perhaps 

eventual cancellation.  They advise the livestock feeding industry that the 

department is working to improve competitiveness in feed while at the same time 

they are cutting feed research programs to spend the money and move the staff to 

bio-fuel, bio-product, and value added programs instead.  
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If the province wishes to eliminate the barley breeding and cereal support programs 

in Lacombe it should stand up in front of barley and livestock producers and make 

it known that is their intent.  We cannot sit by and watch this process unfold without 

defending the interests of our 17,000 producer members as well as our customers in 

the malt, feed and food sectors.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Terry Young 

Chair 

Alberta Barley Commission 
 
 


