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August 27
th
, 2007 

 

The Honourable Gerry Ritz 

Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON  K1A  0A6 

 

 

Dear Minister Ritz,  

 

The Alberta Barley Commission would like to congratulate you on your appointment as Minister of 

Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board.  We would like to take this 

opportunity to welcome you to your new portfolio.  We are writing today to provide some background 

about the commission and our producer membership – more than 17,000 strong.  

 

The Alberta Barley Commission is a not-for-profit organization which is exclusively funded, directed, and 

controlled by Alberta barley farmers.  The Commission was established on August 1, 1991 under the 

province's Marketing of Agricultural Products Act with a mandate to coordinate and sponsor research, 

market development, technology transfer, and policy development on behalf of barley producers.  The 

Alberta Barley Commission is committed to a vibrant and innovative industry that unlocks the entire 

potential of barley.   

 

The Commission enjoyed an excellent working relationship with your predecessor – Minister Strahl, and 

we look forward to working with you and your staff on ongoing and emerging issues.  In particular, the 

Commission has long-advocated marketing choice for western Canadian grain farmers.  The recent 

plebiscite held on the Canadian Wheat Board’s single desk barley monopoly clearly illustrated the views of 

Alberta farmers with respect to marketing choice.  I’m sure that you are aware that in Alberta nearly 80% 

of plebiscite respondents were keen for marketing choice.  We would be more than happy to consult with 

you on this and many other issues that affect barley policy and its’ production in Alberta.  If you are in 

Calgary, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 

We look forward to working with you in the months and years ahead.  Agriculture is poised to turn a 

corner in Canada’s history and we are confident that you and your staff are well positioned to help us face 

the changing agricultural landscape.     

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Terry Young 
Chairman 


