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Dear Mr. Leslie:

I am writing in response to your letter to the Honourable Rona Ambrose regarding regulatory
issues involving plants with novel traits (PNTs) and their impact on innovation. Ms. Ambrose
forwarded a copy of your correspondence to my predecessor, the Honourable Chuck Strahl, for
consideration. I appreciate being made aware of your views on this matter. I regret the delay in
this reply.

Improving the regulatory environment is a government-wide priority. In Budget 2007, the
Government of Canada committed to creating a modern, performance-based regulatory system to
guide federal regulatory departments and agencies in measuring the impact of their regulations
and developing plans to improve their efficiency. The three components of the framework
include the Cabinet Directive on Streamlining Regulation; Reducing Paper Burden for Canadian
Business; and Improving the Environmental Regulatory System for Major Natural Resource
Projects.

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) understands that regulatory modernization is an
important factor in supporting the sector’s ability to take advantage of and build on the strength
of having a transparent science-based regulatory approval system to éncourage opportunities

in new and emerging markets. In June, federal-provincial-territorial ministers agreed in
Growing Forward to work with federal and provincial partners, as well as to consult with
stakeholders, to address regulatory impediments facing the sector. This recognizes the important
role regulations play in the success of the agriculture sector. It also reflects the consistent
message we heard from stakeholders during cross-country consultations that regulatory
impediments must be addressed to achieve a profitable and innovative sector.

With respect to the regulatory framework governing the introduction of new plant varieties, I
recognize the need to review current policies and procedures and, where appropriate, effect the
necessary improvements. In this regard, I am pleased to report that the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency (CFIA) is currently undertaking this work and will soon be engaging with stakeholders,
such as you, on ways to strengthen Canada’s plant innovation assessment and regulatory
approval process.
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