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Grant Lastiwka 

Forage Program Manager 

ARECA 

#211, 2 Athabascan Ave 

Sherwood Park AB  

T8A 4E3 

 

Dear Mr. Lastiwka, 

 

The Alberta Barley Commission (ABC) would like to provide its support to the Alberta Forage 

Industry Network (AFIN) concept.  The ABC believes that the creation of AFIN will help to bring 

together a fragmented forage industry and provide it with a cohesive voice and direction.  In the 

ever-changing agricultural landscape, it is important that all producers are represented 

professionally – in cooperation to provide a better future for agriculture. 

  

The ABC feels that your work with forage industry stakeholders holds potential benefits for 

Alberta barley producers and will ultimately contribute to successful cultivation of barley varieties 

for years to come.  While our current mandate under the Marketing of Agricultural Products Act 

allows us to collect a check-off from barley grain sales, it does not involve us with the barley 

silage sector.  We support your proposal and hope that it gains momentum in the months ahead.  If 

you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you for your 

dedication to advancing barley production in Alberta. 

 

 

 

Darcy Kirtzinger 

 

 
Policy & Research Coordinator 

Alberta Barley Commission 

email: dkirtzinger@albertabarley.com 
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