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Alberta Barley Commission praises Saskatchewan and Alberta provincial governments  

For Immediate Release

June 4, 2008 (Calgary, Alberta) – The Alberta Barley Commission is supporting a decision by the governments of Saskatchewan and Alberta urging the federal government to advance agricultural market access at World Trade Organization negotiations.  

This past week, the two governments agreed new agriculture text released by the WTO on May 19, 2008 is an important step in bringing the negotiations to a successful conclusion. They said Canada’s current negotiating position does not take full advantage of the growth opportunities presented by the WTO.

“The position of the two provincial governments indicates their commitment and understanding to the importance of western Canadian agricultural exports,” Doug Robertson, chairman of the Alberta Barley Commission, said. 

Exports of Canadian barley stand to increase by more than $313 million under a new WTO agreement. Alberta's 17,000 barley producers grow more than half of Canada's annual 11-million-tonne barley crop.  

In today's market, Canadian feed and malt barley encounter substantial tariff barriers that reduce access in key markets and throughout the world. For western Canada to maintain trade with current partners in Japan, USA, China, Columbia, South Africa, and Mexico – and to develop new trade partners -- stable import demand trends and absolute market significance are paramount.

Mike Leslie, the Commission's CEO, said a new WTO agreement with reduced trade barriers will also fuel domestic use of barley. "Our biggest customers are the Canadian pork and beef industries. If their access to import markets improves, it's a win/win for Alberta's entire agricultural sector – from primary commodities through to processed food."

About 80 per cent of all Canadian barley is fed to livestock.  In 2006, Canada exported $2.5 billion of pork (half of production) and $1.3 billion of beef (also half of production) to more than 150 countries around the world.

"Canada needs to support an ambitious WTO agreement," Robertson said. "Opening trade is good for all Canadian exporters and by extension for Canadian feed and malt barley." 
The Alberta Barley Commission (www.albertabarley.com) is a not-for-profit organization funded, directed, and controlled by Alberta’s barley farmers.  Established in 1991, the

Commission coordinates and sponsors research, market development, and policy development on behalf of its 17,000 producers.
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