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Weed control
beefed up

By Nasema Siddiqua
Staff Writer

‘The Alberta govenmnient has a new and improved set
of policies to weed out the weed problem on farmiand
and natural spaces.

On June 16, Alberta Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment passed a re-written Weed Control Act and Regu-
lation that expands the list ef invasive plants and adds
improvements to enforcement and appeal processes, a
move applauded by Stony Plain farmer and local direc-
tor of the Albert Wagner.

“Some of these weeds are very invasive,” he said.

“The bigger problem is with land that's being devel-
oped so itis left unattended and (weeds) spread to
farmiand. The rural mumicipalities are good at detect-
ing and controlling, but net so much with the urban
area”

A major part of the act alms to regulate noxious
weeds ((hose that must be controlled} and prohihited
noxious weeds (those that must be destroyed). The
act also regulates weed seeds through various con-
trol measures, such as inspection and enforcement,
together with provisions for penalties in cases of non-
compliance. It also mandates the licensing of seed
cleaning plants and mechanisms,

Fallure to comply with the act could result in a fine
of $5,000 and if individuals fail to comply with a Min-
ister's notice ro control or destroy noxious weeds, they
will face a fine 0f $1,000 for each day they harbour the
weeds.

‘Ihe expanded list is also an additional mechanism
to increase Alberta’s ability to be vigilant in keeping
prohibited noxious weeds out of the province.

Many of the plants added to the list ave there as the
result of an extensive study of invasive plant species

found in bordering provinces and states, which may
pose & threat to Alberta’s sco-system and agriculture

In addition to the new legislation, Alherta also has
supplementary early detection and rapid response to
weeds programs such as the Crop Pest Surveillance
System and the Alberta Weed Survey.

For a complete list of the weeds and the new regu-
lations visit www.agriculiure.alberta.ca. To find details
online ctick on the information tab, then click on the
Diseases/Insects/Pests link, and look under the legis-
lation heading.
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