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Project evaluates tra

fic control on the farm

HERVY TRAFFIC » Project will assess the sffect of avoiding soil compaction, a largely unrecognized problem in Alberta fields

ALBERTA CANOLA GROWERS
RELEASE

A farmer-led initiative on con-
trolled traffic farming systems is
now up and running in Alberta.
The Agricultural Research and
Extension Council of Alberta
{ARECA) is managing the project
and has hired Peter Gamache,
former team leader with Alberta
Reduced Tillage Linkages, as proj-
ect co-ordinator.

Controlled traffic farming (CTF)
is a crop production system with
permanent traffic lancs where
machinery tires travel each year.
This approach restricts soil com-
paction to the permanent lanes
and significantly reduces the area
ofthefield thatis compacted com-
pared to random traffic. Theresult
is improved crop yields. CTF is
done by building a machinery sys-
tem where, as much as possible,
allmachineryusesa similar wheel
gauge — the distance between
wheels across the machine.

“This new project was initi-

ated by Alberta farmers who are
interested in improving farming
efficiency and performance of
direct-seeded farming systems,”
explains Gamache.

Compaction is a largely unrec-
ognized problem in many Alberta
fields. The move to larger and
heavier equipment and random
traffic patterns in most cropping
systems hasiticreased compaction
issues, althoughi the economicloss
has yet to be quantified.

The key abjectives of the proj-
ect are to build a network of key
farmers, agronomists and others
with CTF interest and expertise,
assistgrowers thatare implement-
ing CTFE, assess CTFH in Alberta,
develop resources for growers,
conduct extension activities, and
develop a three-year CIF plan.

Adopted in Australla
Robert Ruwoldt, one of Austra-

lia'stopno-tillersand a C¥Pfarmer,
introduced the concept to Alberta
farmers at Direct Seeding Advan-
tagein2008 andagainatFarmTech
2010. In Australia, more than two

million hectares were under CTF
in 2007, CTE systems haveledtoa
10 to 15 per vent improvement in
crop yields on a range of soil types
across Australia.

“Much of the CTF research and
adoption is occurring in Austra-
lia," says Gamache. "The Alberta
project is an opportunity to begin

testing the Australian experience
in Alberta conditions and to look
at the equipment issues. Itis an
opportunity to evaluate the agro-
nomicand economic implications
of CTR."

CTF could significantly improve
crop production in Alberta. By
combining notilland CTFinto one

system, farmers can increase their
net returns. CI'¥ has the potential

to improve soil structure—reduce

overall compaction, increase soil
water storage, improve infiltra-
tion, increase moisture use effi-
clenicies, Improve nutrient uptake,
reduce pesticide costs, reduce fuel
consumption and lower machin-
ery investment. Adoption of direct
seeding in Alberta is projected to
be 12.08 million acres or 65 per
cent of annually seeded acres by
2011. Consequently, the oppoertu-
nity to adopt CTF is significant,

Ifyou are alveady practicing CTF
or inter row seeding or are inter-
ested these new concepts, please
call Peter Gamache at 780 720-
4346 or email himat pmgamache@
gmail.comm.

Funding for an initial one year
hasbeenreceived from the Alberta
Crop Industey Development Fund
(ACIDF) and the Afberta Canola
Producers Commission, Alberta
Pulse Growers,
somesnn and the Alberta
Winter Wheat Producers Com-
mission,
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Tramlines or permanent [anes for machinery have long been a practice in

Europe.
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