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New Alta. agriculture minister knows about farm challenges

JACK HAYDEN

ALBERTA AGRICULTURE MINISTER

BY BARBARA DUCKWORTH
CALGARY BUREAU

Alberta's new agricuitiire minister,
Jack Hayden, is taking over one of the
province's largest portfolios and
knows the challenges hie facesin the
comingmaonths.

Hayden replaced George Groe-
neveld, whowas dropped from cabi-
netinalan. 13 shuffle by Alberta pre-
mier Bd Stelmach. Hayden was first
elected in 2007 andappointed minis-
ter of infrastructure i 2008, Prior'to
his election, he was chair of the
Alberta Assoclation of Municipal
Districts and Counties.

He owns a 100-year-old farm in
Endiang, Alta., an area hard hit by
drought. '

“Iwas ground zero for the drought.
My hay cropwas 10 percent of what it
shouldbe;” he said.

Ilayden wants more action from
Alberta Farm Financial Services
when it comes to delivering timely
crop insurance programs and farm
safetynets.

“Ifthefarmerandprimaryproduceris
not doing well, nothing up the value
chainisgongto dowelleither hesaid.

Hayden called many farm leaders
within hours of hisappointment to set
upmeetings,including ChuckMcLean,
chairof Alberta Beef Producers.

“It was a short conversation but it
was agood one and ook forward to

working with him,” sald McLean,
Groeneveld introduced controver-

siallegislation to create the Alberta
Livestock and Meat Agency and an
amendment io make all commodity
group checkoffsrefundable.

“Everybody inherits some baggage
but that doesn’t necessarily mean
you can'tgetitsorted through, There
aresome thingsyoucan fixand some
things you can work around,” said
McLean,

“We're not happy with what hap-
pened previous, but that is water
under the bridge. We're going for-
ward from here.”

Herman Simons, chair of Alberta
Pork, wanis thenew minister to pres-
enta strongvoice at federal-provin-
cial meetings about the hog sector
financial crists.

“Wehopetoopenlydiscusswherewe
avedtand feel outhis positionin doing
somethingfor theindustry; he said.

Hayden hasinherited ongoing pol-
icychangesthatincludethelanduse
framework, waterallocation, electric
transmission line construction and

environmental caze,

“Lwantto make sure the ag proctuc-
ers arereceiving what they should be
recelving for the stewardship of the
land they have now,” said Hayden. "1
want io make sure the land-use plan-

ning and the people we work with
there, makesuretheibingsthatgointo
place donothamper theagindustry”

Bill Hanson, president of the West-
ern Stock Growers Association, is
pleased with the new minister.

“I am glad he recognizes environ-
mentalism, Thatis a challenge we
would like to educate the govern-
menton. Wearethe original environ-
mentalists and wantrecognitionthat
wedoalotfortheland.”

Hanson sald Groeneveld moved

agriculture to anewstate.

“Hebrokeitloose fromthe stagnant
statethatitwasin. Nowwehavesome
tools to get producers re-engaged
and get thisindustry back on track
and improve this economy of Alber-
ta," hesaid.

LeoMeyer, vice-chair ofthe JYER
and member of
the Canadian Triticale Biorefinery
Initiative, wants the new minister to
communicate better with producers
and reform AFSCprograms. Farmers
with failed crops walted up to three
months to hear from crop insurance
officials lastsummer, he said,

“Ithink wehave notbeen served by
AFSCaswellas we could havebeen,”
Meyersaid.
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