| 2

> > The Western Producer (Saskatoon,SK)

Order/Commande

129713

Date 07.01.2010 Circ. 75767

CISION

Page 28

1/4

Hybrid winter barley
tests disappoint in Canada

Western Canadian winters prove too harsh
| Hybrids dominate in European trials,

and Syngenta has introduced 12 hybrids

in Europe with another 15 in the registration process

BY BARBARA DUCKWORTH
CALGARY BUREAU

BANEE ALTA. — Hybrid winter
barley varieties top the yield rank-
ings in all major Buropean markets
but a similar breeding program for
Western Canadu is not likely in the
foreseeable future, said the head of
Syngenta North American Cereal
Seeds,

The companyis testing hybrid win-
ter feed barley varieties on plots near
Spokane, Washington, but the West-
ern Canadian climate may be too
severe for a barley variety that farm-
erscould seedinautumn andharvest
the following summer, said Rob
Tt Alberta Darley Commtsg
At annual meeting in Band,

“In this southern Alberta territory,
winter hardiness is the issue here,
Germany has the mosthardy winter
batleysbut thatis notthelevel ofwin-
ter hardiness (required here) he
said.

“Ithink it is uniikely we’ll have
enough winter hardinessin barley to
growitin southern Alberta,” he said.

Syngenta invests significant
amounts of moneyinto all the major
cereal crops, as well as vegetables
and crop protection technologyin 90
countries.

However, itisn’'t profitable under
current circumstances to develop a
barley seed business on this conti-
nent.

“We do nothave abarley seed busi-

ness in North America. We are cur-
rently investing in Western Europe.
We are the market teader in spring
malting varieties,” Bruns said.

“We knowhow to breed batley and
we know how to workwith end users
to satisfy their needs.”

Hybrid winter barley development
started in Lincolnshire, England, in
1994.

Since then, Syngenta hasintro-
duced 12 hybrids to the Buropean
market with another 15 in the regis-
tration process. X

“Last year the hybrids dominated
the winter barley trials,” he said.

Tit 2009, Syngenta produced more
than 10,000 tonnes of hybrid seed to
be planted on 250,000 acres. Itisall
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feed barley and the company has no
plans to develop maltvarleties.

“The malting thing would requirea
lot of sophistication on controlling
the strict barley quality require-
ments,” Brunssaid.

Hybrid seed production is a blend
of 95 percentfemale and five percent
male plants. The male plants have
enough pollentofertilizethe fenales
surrounding them,

“Are we willing to invest a lat of
money in getting the malting barley
component right in a hybrid? That
oneisnotgoingtobeeasy. Itishardio
bring two parents together and have
a uniform product)” he said.

In addition to climate-related
changes, developingbarley varieties
in Canada presents greater regula-
torychallengescompared to Europe,
where royalty rates for breeders are
much higher at $50 to $80 per
tonne. )

Canadais agoodsized matket. Pro-
ducers here grow about 10 million
acres of barleywithstronguse of crep
protection products, aworld class
grain research laboratory with basic
science and support in Western
Canadaas well as a strong group of
plant tireeders.

Variety registration can be fruserat-
ing, butitisnotunmanageable, Bruns
said. However, there is an underde-
veloped seed market, withonly about
25 percent of seed being purchased
and a low seed royalty structure of
about $30 per tonne, he said,

“You guys are getting quite a deal
relative to the actual work that was
putintoit,” hesaid.

Organized public breeding has

worked well here but government
policies that restrict private compa-
nies from collaboratingwith public
breeders present a roadblock. Itis
also difficult to connect with end
users like maiting companies com-
pared to what they have in other
countries like Australia and Europe.

“We do a lot of collaborations and
forustobesuccessfulin thearena, ail
thebreeders, both publicandprivate
haveto collaborate.

“There's more problems than all of
us cansolve,” Bruns said.

Syngenta would like to offer Cana-
dianbarleyvarietiesbutthecompany
has to consider whether itis more
profitable to develop a new tomato
orgeneticallymodified soybean,

“Our cereals seed business does
not have unlimited resources. We
have to prioritize our Investments.’

In this southern Alberta
territory, winter hardiness is
the issue here. Germany has the
most hardy winter barleys but
that is not the level of winter
hardiness (required here).

ROB BRUNS
SYNGENTA HORTH AMERICAN CEREAL SEEDS

375

© UNLICENSED REPRODUCTICN PROHIBITED / REPRODUCTION INTERDITE SANS FERMIS €

2523

7bddfe




Order/Commanda

: 3 The Western Producer (Saskatoon,SK) 129713

C:ISIC)'\Iw Date 07.01.2010 Cire. 75767 page 28 3/4

This feed barley was swathed for
Canada but experimental winter barley varieties are not faring well here.

5

silage. Standard feed harley varieties like this one are common in Western
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Barley research also faces regulatory hurdles in Canada,
515
© UNLICENSED REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED / REPRODUCTION INTERDITE SANS PERMIS © RYAC 2523 7b4dfe




